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PUBLISHING AGREEMENT 
  

I. COMMON GROUND RESEARCH NETWORKS WILL PUBLISH THIS WORK 
This agreement is between the author(s) and coauthor(s) of the submitted work and Common 
Ground Research Networks. Common Ground Research Networks will publish this work in print 
and electronic formats, separately and/or in a collection of other articles/chapters subject to 
review on submission. Common Ground Research Networks will provide the author with an 
electronic copy of the work once it is published. 

  
II. COPYRIGHT BELONGS TO THE AUTHOR(S) 

Copyright will be attributed to the author(s). Common Ground Research Networks will be the 
publisher of record. Common Ground Research Networks supports a “hybrid open access” 
model, in which some works are available in electronic formats to any reader at no charge and 
others are available only via purchase or subscription. All commercial uses of the article will 
require a reprint agreement. 
 

OPEN ACCESS 
For a fee of $250 USD, an author can choose the open access option at any time 
before or after publication. Under the Common Ground Research Networks open 
access option, works are made freely available in electronic format in Common 
Ground’s online bookstore. Authors may reproduce and distribute the work in any 
noncommercial format, provided the original work is properly cited. The open access 
option does not include publication in any commercial format; commercial use must be 
preapproved through a reprint agreement with Common Ground Research Networks. 

  
TRADITIONAL  

Under the traditional publishing agreement option, the author(s) grant Common Ground 
Research Networks an exclusive international license to publish the work in all formats. 
Publication by any entity other than Common Ground Research Networks must be 
preapproved through a reprint agreement with Common Ground Research Networks. 
The author(s) may make complimentary electronic or printed copies of the work for 
classes that they teach. They may also post a copy of the non-typeset version of the 
work to a closed, institution-only repository. In all cases, the work must be 
accompanied by a full citation. The author(s) and coauthor(s) may not post the final 
typeset version of the work to commercial repositories such as academia.edu or 
ResearchGate. They may post the title, the abstract, and a link to the Common Ground 
Research Networks bookstore on these or any other websites. 

  
III. THE AUTHOR WILL REVIEW THREE WORKS OF SIMILAR SIZE 

Author(s) and coauthor(s) will be required to review at least three articles each per article 
submitted within twelve months of this agreement. Assigned articles will be on comparable 
themes and of similar length. The author(s) and coauthors may reject a request to review a 
particular work, but they nevertheless agree either to communicate this or to return a completed 
review or referee report within two weeks of an email request being made by Common Ground 
Research Networks. Referee assignments completed since the submission of the article 
associated with this agreement will count toward this requirement.  
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IV. THERE IS NO UNLAWFUL MATERIAL 

The author(s) and coauthor(s) assure the publisher that the material contained in the work is not 
defamatory, unlawful, obscene, invasive of another person’s privacy, hateful, racially or ethnically 
objectionable, abusive, threatening, harmful, or in contempt of court. The author(s) and 
coauthor(s) undertake to indemnify Common Ground Research Networks against any claims 
which may be made in situations where material is considered to be any of these things, or has 
any of these effects. 

  
V. THERE IS NO INFRINGEMENT OF THE COPYRIGHT OF OTHERS 

The author(s) and coauthor(s) assure Common Ground Research Networks that the work is 
based entirely on original material, that it does not infringe on anyone else’s copyright, and that 
the author(s) and coauthor(s) have the right to license copyright to Common Ground Research 
Networks. In the case of copyrighted material, such as the use of quotes or images beyond what 
is legally considered “fair use,” the author(s) and coauthor(s) will undertake to arrange, and if 
necessary to pay for, permissions and will place all documentation supporting their claim that 
these permissions have been secured in the “Supporting Documents” area for this work in 
Common Ground’s online publishing software. These permissions must also be credited within 
the work itself. The author(s) and coauthor(s) agree to indemnify Common Ground Research 
Networks against any claims as a result of breach of the copyright of others. 

  
VI. QUALITY OF THE SUBMITTED TEXT 

Common Ground Research Networks will publish the final work only after peer review of a 
completed manuscript draft. The reviewers may require an author to rewrite or they may 
recommend that a work is unsuitable for publication. In these circumstances, Common Ground 
Research Networks may require the work to be rewritten or reject the work for publication. The 
author is responsible for the quality of the text. On final submission, Common Ground Research 
Networks may recommend rewriting or professional copy editing—this will be the author’s 
responsibility. Common Ground Research Networks offers a professional editing service at a 
charge to the author. 

  
VII. THE AUTHOR(S) AGREE TO PUBLICATION 

By submitting their work for review and then resubmitting the final work for publication, the 
principal author (the person who has submitted the work in its original or revised form) will accept 
the terms and conditions of this agreement. In the case of multiple authorship, the principal author 
guarantees Common Ground Research Networks that they have provided the other author(s) and 
coauthor(s) with a copy of the text for their checking and that they have all agreed to the terms of 
this agreement. 
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